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Abstract 

 The tribals (STs) constitute 8.2% of its total population of India as per 2011 census 

report. They are more or less found in every states and the union territory except Punjab, 

Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and Pondicherry. The tribal people who are treated as the earliest 

among the present inhabitants of India have survived here with their unchanging ways of life 

for centuries. Many of them still live in a primitive stage and are far from the impact of 

modern civilization. Education is most important weapon for human all round development 

and plays a vital role in individual life. If we talks about tribal girls’ education, for them it is 

nightmare. Their education status is very backward compared to general women. They were 

unaware regarding education and also the programme provided by the government. Due to 

government programme, the enrolment of tribal girl is increasing but the dropout rate not 

decrease. The main aim of this paper is to find out the Education status of tribal girls in India 

and the problems faced by their path of education. The paper is based on secondary source of 

data, designed by exploratory research design and both qualitative and quantitative in nature. 

The study found that tribal girls enrolment number increases in primary level but beyond 

primary level their participation is very low and the dropout rate decrease but not satisfactory. 

The main problems faced by them in path of education are economic conditions, attitude of 

parents, lack of interest, household work, language problems, infrastructure problems, lack of 

female teachers etc.   
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BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

 The word Tribe derived from the old French word “Tribu” and Latin word “Tribus”. 

Tribes are very backward, poorer and marginal group. They are at the lowest strata in the 

society. They are otherwise known as the Scheduled Tribe by the Indian Constitution, 

indigenous people, Adivasis (original inhabitant), Anusuhita Janajati, Girijans and Depressed 

class people. The tribals (STs) constitute 8.2% of its total population of India. They are more 

or less found in every states and the union territory except Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, 

Delhi and Pondicherry. In order to understand the concept tribe, let us have a brief 

sociological understanding about it.  According to Vidyarthi, the tribe is a social group with 

definite territory, common name, common name, common district, common culture, behavior 

of an endogamous group, existence of distinctive social and political system, full faith in 

leaders and self sufficiency in their distinct economy. 

 The tribal people who are treated as the earliest among the present inhabitants of India 

have survived here with their unchanging ways of life for centuries. Many of them still live in 

a primitive stage and are far from the impact of modern civilization. Generally, a tribe is a 

group of distinct people, dependent on their land and forest for their livelihood, who are 

largely self sufficient and not integrated into the national main stream.  Education is an 

essential component and most powerful tool to facilitate the holistic development of an 

individual, which can shape the destiny of an individual as well as the whole nation. It 

developed the basic ideas, habits and attitude of individual. School provides education as well 

as socialized the individual.  

 As education is most powerful tool for change of an individual, so it can put girls on 

the path of economic, political and social development. In our society women are more 

vulnerable and exploited, due to the lack of education and awareness regarding their 

fundamental rights. They face lot of problems due to lack of education. Women educational 

status is very low because of gender discrimination in society. If we talks about tribal girls’ 

education, for them it is nightmare.Their education status is very backward compared to 

general women. They were unaware regarding education and also the programme provided 

by the government. Tribal people are neglecting to give education to their girls because of 

their illiteracy, poverty, unemployment etc. so, it becomes a major problem for tribal girl 

education. In spite of implementation of different programmes in order to promotion of 

education among the masses like Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, Rashtriya Madhyamik Siksha 

Abhiyan and others programmes. To encourage tribal girl’s participation in education 

government has provided Scholarships, bicycles, Ekalavya Model School, Ashram School, 

residential high school, Free Books, Uniform and MDM and also teaching in tribal languages. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 Ghosh (2007) focused on women of Ho and Mahali tribes in Jharkhand and the Lodha 

tribe in West Bengal. He found that there are low literacy rate, greater gender disparity and 

low female enrolment ratio compare to other tribes. High dropouts rates of males and females 

at higher level of education among the tribes in West Bengal than in Jharkhand. In West 

Bengal tribal people attain the primary education is the highest but their education beyond 
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primary level is the lowest with higher gender disparity. He found that the factors responsible 

for drop out among girls children are in times of agricultural operation they are required to 

help their relatives resulted in irregular attendance in the classes and also engaged in survival 

tasks like collection of firewood, fetching water, tending livestock, economic problem, lack 

of interest, care of sibling and other household chores, non- availability of school etc. High 

number of children’s among the Lodha, Ho and Mahali are never enrolled. In the government 

primary Ashram school lack of teachers and inadequate infrastructure leads to high drop out 

among the tribal girls. 

 Rajam and Malarvizhi (2011) found in their study that the respondents are not dropout 

in primary level. They have passed the secondary school examination and capable to get job. 

The main objective of the parents to educate their children was to get knowledge, income 

earning capacity, for personal development and also to get a prestigious job as well as good 

husband. In case of reasons for taking education wanted for employment, economic security, 

improve the standard of family; achieve higher self satisfaction and higher status in society. 

They were aware of the reservations of seats, but a little are not aware of educational 

facilities, concessions and reservation. The parents and relatives carried the money burden for 

girls’ higher education. The scholarship of the students was aided by parents when they 

required. Due to lack of finance they worries and mental suffers for their negligence towards 

studies and they concluded that if a women educated brings out change of the standard of 

living of the family. 

 Mukhaerjee (2014) found in his study that severe economic backwardness, 

insufficient and inferior quality of food, unhygienic life style, lack of safe drinking water, 

lack of awareness and perceptions of policy makers and so many other reasons deteriorate the 

life of Kheria Sabar tribe communities and because of their ignorance they also don’t use 

lavatory provided by the Government. In case of Birhor women community found that high 

level of illiteracy among girls and women due to lack of awareness towards girls education 

and under age marriage. Santal who live in close to township are living better economic 

sufficiency than those who live in backward areas. Backward areas literacy rate is very low 

than those who live in township.  

RATIONAL OF THE STUDY 

 Government initiated many programme and scheme in order to increase enrolment 

number in the school. Despite all efforts the school enrolment increases. But dropout rate 

remains alarming high in some states. Increasing dropout rate in states is not only caused by 

schooling facilities and quality of education but also socio- economic condition and others 

factors plays an important role for irregular and discontinuity of girls education. Tribal girls 

are faces a number of problems related to their education. So, it is important to find out the 

status of tribal girls education and the different problems faced by them in their path of 

education. 
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Objectives  

1. To find out the Status of Tribal Girls Education. 

2. To find out the different Problems faced by Tribal Girl’s on their path of Education. 

Research Questions 

1. What is the status of Tribal Girl’s Education? 

2. What are the Problems faced by Tribal Girl’s on their path of Education? 

METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 

 The present study is based on the descriptive and exploratory research designed. The 

universe of the study is India and the Sample of the research is restricted to the age group of 

6-16 years. It broadly covers the school going age group up to 10
th

 standard. For present 

study Documents, literature and internet tools are used. The present research study collected 

information from the sources of Secondary Data. Secondary data will be journals, books and 

internet sites. Scheduled tribe dropout rates, enrolment numbers data are collected through 

statistics of school education were analyzed in terms of percentages.  

THE RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Status of Tribal Girl’s Education 

 Generally status of women means her position in the network of social structure, 

privileges, duties and rights.  Education, Health, Employment and decision making power are 

the four indicators, by which status of woman is measured. Tribal women plays an important 

and equal status with their counterpart in case of employment and decision making process.  

But in case of education and health their status is very backward. Education status of tribal 

women is very backward compared to general women. They are not aware about their 

education. Due to Government Programme tribal girl’s enrolment in the primary education is 

increasing but their education beyond primary level is the lowest with higher gender 

disparity. The dropout rate also decreased but not satisfactory still tribal girls are dropout. 

Table-1: Literacy Trend for STs in India (in percentage) 

Year Male Female Total 

1961 13.83 3.16 8.53 

1971 17.63 4.85 11.30 

1981 24.52 8.04 16.35 

1991 40.65 18.19 29.60 

2001 59.17 34.76 47.10 

2011 68.53 49.35 58.96 

(Sources: 1. National Communication for STs, Fifth Report & Census, 2011 , 2. Registrar 

General of India,2011) 
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 The above table shows the India’s tribal literacy trend from 1961 to 2011. In 1961 

literacy rate was 8.53% among them male was 13.83% and female 3.16%. This has increased 

to 58.96% in 2011. In 2011, female literacy has 49.35% and male literacy has 68.53% among 

scheduled tribes. 

Table-2: Scheduled Tribe Gross Enrolment Ratio in India (in percentage) 

Class Boys Girls 

I-V (6-10 years) 137.2 136.7 

VI-VIII (11-13 years) 90.7 87 

I-VIII (6-13 years) 120.5 118.7 

IX-X (14-15 years) 57.1 49.1 

I-X (6-15 years) 108.2 105.3 

XI-XII (16-17 years) 32.7 24.8 

IX-XII (14-17 years) 45.4 37.3 

I-XII (6-17 years) 96.8 92.8 

(Source: Statistics of School Education 2010-11) 

 Tribal boys are more than the tribal girl in case of Gross Enrolment Ratio in all 

classes. In class I to V GER is higher in case of boys i.e. 137.2% and 136.7%for girls. But it 

is only 90.7 per cent and 87 percent for boys and girls respectively in class VI to VIII. It is 

shows that the enrolment declines significantly for boys 57.1% and 49.1% for boys and girls 

respectively in class IX to X. 32.7% for boys and 24.8% for girl GER in case of class XI-XII.  

Table-3: Scheduled Tribe Dropout Rates (in percentage) 

Class  Boys Girls  Total  

I-V 37.2 33.9 35.6 

VI-VIII 54.7 55.4 55 

I-X 70.6 71.3 70.9 

(Sources: Statistics of School Education 2010-11) 

 The above table shows that scheduled tribe dropout rates in class I- V are 35.6% 

among them boys are 37.2 and girls in 33.9. In class VI-VIII, the dropout rate is 54.7 % boys 

and 55.4% girls and total class I-X, it is 70.9%. It shows that the dropout rate is lowest in 

class I-V than class VI-VIII. 

Educational Problems faced by Tribal Girls  

 The main factors responsible for drop out among girls children are in times of 

agricultural operation they are required to help their relatives resulted in irregular attendance 

in the classes and also engaged in survival tasks like collection of firewood, fetching water, 

tending livestock, economic problem, lack of interest, care of sibling and other household 

chores, non- availability of school etc. In the government primary Ashram school lack of 

teachers and inadequate infrastructure leads to high drop out among the tribal girls. 
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a) Household Works 

b) Migration  

c) Low Economic Status 

d) Attitudes of Parents 

e) No Peer Group 

f) Early Marriage 

g) Non availability of Female Teacher 

h) Community/ Social Barriers 

i) Language Problems and Continuously Failure 

j) Health Problem 

k) Difficulties in Reaching School 

Household Works:  Tribal parents are thought that girl’s education is not necessary. They are 

required for household works and care of siblings. In times ofagricultural operation they are 

required to help their relatives in sowing, weeding, plantation and harvesting operation 

resulted in irregular attendance in the classes. They are help to their mother for collection of 

fetching water, tending livestock and collection of firewood, forest product, making leaf cups 

and plates. Then they go to the near weekly market for selling and buying necessary 

equipments.  

Migration: Tribal are migrated for searching work or for construction labour work. Migration 

of tribal parents hampers the education of a girl child severely.  

Low Economic Status:  Economic condition determines the education of a girl in family. 

Poor families are more likely to keep girls at home. The tribes depend upon forest and 

agriculture for their livelihood. So, due to poverty they want to their children helping them to 

collection of forest production as well as in agricultural field. So, they are not interest to send 

their girl to attend school. 

Attitudes of Parents: Tribal parents are generally illiterate. So, they are unable to understand 

the values of education. They prefer to engage their girl in household activities and other 

economic activities.  

No Peer Group: Many girls have no peer group for go to school. They want peer group 

because the school far away from their residence and also their road is covered by jungle, 

lake and river. So, it is impossible to go alone. 

Early Marriage: After puberty generally tribal girls are get married in their community, early 

marriage of a girl directly creates problem in related to their education. 

Non availability of Female Teacher: Girls are more interested in going to schools if female 

teachers are there in schools. They feel more comfortable with female teacher. In some 

schools non availability of female teacher is a great problem for them. 
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Community/ Social Barriers: Many parents of tribal communities do not send their daughters 

to the schools, when they attain puberty. After puberty parents do not think it proper to send 

their girls to school in anticipation to prefer them for an early marriage. Many parents do not 

want to send their daughter to co-educational schools. 

Language Problems & Continuously Failure: The tribal girls are faced in language 

problems because they cannot understand other language. Mainly they face problem in 

English and also the regional state language then the non tribal, because they speak their own 

tribal language. In case of learning, reading and writing faces a number of problems due to 

this they continuously failure in the same class. 

Health Problem: Lack of health awareness the tribal girls are suffering from many 

communicable, non communicable and genetic disorder diseases. Due to health problems 

many girls are unable to attained classes regularly or not rolled in school. 

Attitudes of Parents: Tribal parents are generally illiterate. So, they are unable to understand 

the value of education. They prefer to engage their girl in household activities and other 

economic activities. 

Difficulties in Reaching School: The tribes inhabit in the forests in a scattered manner. So, it 

becomes impossible to open up separate school in each village where the required student’s 

strength is not available. The physical barriers are rivers, jungle; mountain etc of a village 

makes obstacles for students to go to school, which is located at a different village.  

EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATION 

i. Government and NGO should be encouraging parents to send their girl to the school. 

ii. Regular parents meeting should be arranged. 

iii. School should be provided scholarship regularly. 

iv. Headmaster or teachers should help financially to the academic achievement girls. 

v. Extra classes should arrange. 

vi. Local teachers and female teachers should be appointment. 

vii. School should conduct health check-ups camp. 

CONCLUSION  

 Education is an essential component and most powerful tool to facilitate the holistic 

development of an individual. Women educational status is very low because of gender 

discrimination in society. They are unaware regarding education and also the programme 

provided by the government. Tribal people are neglecting to give education to their girls 

because of their illiteracy, poverty, unemployment etc. so, it becomes a major problem for 

tribal girl education.Now due to government programme the percentage of enrolment of tribal 

girl’s education has been gradually increasing. In case of dropout, it is decreases but not in a 

satisfactory rate.  
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